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TOWN OF McBEE  

Public Hearing & 

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

June 29, 2021 

 

Present:  Mayor John Campolong, Glenn Odom, Beulah Bolton, A.C. McLeod Jr., Martin Driggers 

(Attorney), Charlie Sutton 

 

Absent:   

 

Note to Minutes:  Tisha Jones, Clerk, typed minutes. 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Mayor John Campolong called meeting to order. 

 

Invocation: Beulah Bolton 

 

Motion to open the floor to the public made by Mayor John Campolong 

 

No questions. Motion to close the floor for public hearing by Mayor John Campolong, Second by 

Glenn Odom, All in Favor.   

 

Motion to approve the 2021-2022 second reading of budget made by Mayor John Campolong. 

Second by Council Member Charlie Sutton, All in Favor.  

 

Mayor John Campolong: Now we would like to talk about as a council the second reading of the 

budget, we would like to also say that there were no property increases. We did the budget based on 

money that we will receive.   Legally the budget needs to be approved by the end of the month.  Its not 

set in stone when it comes to expenses.  Revenue is based on history and what we can expect.  

Expenses can not be moved around and will be depending on the circumstances and will be done 

during the review.  According to auditors will have a 6 month review where we can receive a good 

report.  Some things may need to change as we got along and council needs to be open to that change 

and accommodate for the benefit of the town.  

 

Discussion from Council Member Glenn Odom:  During the last special council meeting there was 

an adjustment.  One thing I wanted to mention.  I know 4 houses were sold in town last week.  

Question is I see real estate signs up everywhere.  Are these people getting business licenses?  I see a 

fire work building up and wonder if they all have license.  Does the code inspector check on that or do 

we need to pass something so that he is able to do that? 

 

Mayor John Campolong: I agree with that the codes inspector has control over that.  I just don’t think 

we need to get into that right now.  



Town of McBee 
Public Hearing & Regular Town Council Meeting 
June 29, 2021 
Page 2 of 8 

Now you had some questions on the budget line items? 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: I guess my main question is that the motion that was carried at the last 

meeting to do a volunteer rec department and take the fee for the rec director out and move it to 

contingency was done.  Has that been done? 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  yes, it has been done. 

 

Motion passed. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Now we are going into discussion with each council person.  First we need 

to approve the minutes from the last minutes from June 1 and June 10th.  

 

Motion to approve minutes from June 1, 2021, made by John Campolong, Opposed by Council 

Member Charlie Sutton, In Favor- Council Members Beulah Bolton, Council Member Glenn Odom.  

 

Motion to approve minutes form June 10, 2021 made by John Campolong, All in Favor.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:  We have been doing some updates at the rec fields are properly operating 

with sprinklers.  Those as of today will be accounted for and complete.  We put in some flower beds at 

both entrances of the fields with sprinklers.  We have had a lot of rain and they look good but we need 

to be prepared to water them if they don’t.  We have sprayed the rocks in order to maintain the field.  

The only thing I want to comment on is the library.  Part of my advertising we have here in McBee is 

we have a great library with a lot of distinction to it.  We just put a new roof and painted.  We have an 

old time caboose that we are keeping up and updating.  With all the traffic coming through so we 

might have a chance to show off our library.  There have been some complaints about some of our 

street markings and DOT is scheduled to do our markings again this Fall.  At this time I will ask the 

council for their reports: 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  We had talk about the 120 year birthday that we will be celebrating 

this year.  We have a number of committee volunteers so far.  Ive met with a lot of the ministers on a 

Sunday service.  They are going to meet again after July 4th.  A lot of people want to participate and Im 

glad to see a lot of volunteers that are going to do get together and do and we can all be proud of it.   

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I think we talked about that in the previous meeting and I think that is 

something we can all look forward to working on. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  Asking for consideration of a standing appointment for a 

cardiologist on August 3rd, respectfully asking if we can arrange the appointment to possibly be 

moving on the 4th  or whenever its convenient. 
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Mayor John Campolong:  Okay, well that is a month away and I don’t see why we cant revisit that 

and discuss and work something out. 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I think the only thing I have are the planters coming into town.  

Currently there is only one that is being maintained, possibly the one on number one.  I don’t think the 

ones on 151 are being maintained.  Can we not have the rec department take care of that?  If we buy 

the flowers and have them do that.  I just think when people come into town and see all the weeds 

under the signs and I would really like to keep that looking nice.   

 

Mayor John Campolong:  The funds are available in the hospitality to do that and we can do that and 

if you want to make a motion to do that, we can do that now.  I think the town needs to undertake that 

chore themselves and not from volunteers.  

 

Motion to use funds from hospitality fund to pay for the upkeep and purchase of the flowers and 

have the recreation department to work on that for the signs on Hwy 151 on both entrances made 

by Council Member Beulah Bolton, Second by Council Member Glenn Odom, All in Favor. 

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton:  The reason I opposed the meeting earlier is that Shilon was 

removed from the rec department and his salary was taken away from him and didn’t give him a 

chance to volunteer.  With William, you decided to hire a full time maintenance man and William has 

done a good job with maintenance and not take his job away.  

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  No, we said we would hire someone full time to hire William.  

William hasn’t been full time since hes been sick, might have been getting paid full time but he hasn’t 

been working full time. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  I think we need to discuss personnel during executive session. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I agree we need to discuss that in executive session. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  I got Ms Rebecca Lee, we got some facts and figures when it 

comes to the budget.  Can we bring that back up for discussion? 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  The budget its not set in stone but we can move some things around.  We 

will do a review and we need to provide that with the debt service people and if we get an influx of 

money, we can certainly change that and move that around.  I would be happy to sit down with your 

person and see what goals shes looking for and go from there. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  I have the YTD numbers and we have $134,000 and we have a 

report on June 22nd and now we have a question where that has come from.  Bottom line we need to 

hire a 3rd person for policing in the town.  I’m not letting up until that is done.  We have those figures 

and we have a few questions.  The report we have on the 22nd so we are trying to work on the budget 
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that looks like we are going to have a shortfall.  We have to cut the expenses for the town for the 

people of McBee who expects security for this town.  That’s my vote and that’s the way its going to 

be.  I tried to work with the sheriff and he’s sent figures for that. My vote is against the budget that you 

got.  Doesn’t matter if its later or earlier.  That’s the way I wanted it recorded Tisha.   

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I am trying to follow you Kemp. 

 

Council Member A.C McLeod Jr:  I know you cant because its hard to follow.  I’m just trying to say 

where did $134,000 that money come from.  Where was that money? 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  We received two deposits that totaled over $110,000 and when we receive 

money at year end.  It comes in from June all the way through July sometimes until the end of July.  I 

told you we still needed to record deposits and those were recorded this week so that’s where there is a 

difference from the financials you received from June 22 to the ones you received today.   

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  I’m not saying that anything has been done wrong, it just looks 

like we are working on a budget with a shortfall according to these numbers and now its different. 

Again Im trying to find out to pay for a 3rd police man.  When I looked at YTD on June 22nd, we were 

$150,000 short.  You only took in $350,000.  Current Fiscal Revenue says $917,000. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Current fiscal revenue $917,000. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  That’s all inclusive with the Utility Fund and you are looking 

just at General Fund.  How can we pass a budget without the Utility fund?  We are not getting all of 

the figures.  Again my vote is against the budget. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  We can record that as your vote.  Again I ask if we can sit down with Ms. 

Lee so we can go over this in more detail. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  She came in last week and looked at the figures and tried to get 

the figures earlier and we just received them at 2:00 pm today. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I am very concerned that we get everything where everyone is happy.  

Does she work with you all the time now?  Let’s discuss a time and bring in our administrator as well.  

I will stand behind that there is nothing fraudulent in our budget and think we have already passed the 

budget. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  So you have your personal accountant come in and looking at the 

budget?  How did she get involved? 

 



Town of McBee 
Public Hearing & Regular Town Council Meeting 
June 29, 2021 
Page 5 of 8 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  We get YTD figures from month to month.  Last week we got 

figures of taking in $350,000 and now we see $917,000 including utility.  I am trying to figure out how 

we are paying for this 3rd officer.  Sherriff sent over the figures that we can pay for the officer and the 

car. That way if another officer is out we have someone to replace him. We have to find the funds to 

pay for this officer.  We have to have at least one person in town for security.  Sometimes they have 3 

county officers patrolling the whole county.  There is 48,000 people in the county and our 

representation is very small.  They are concentrated on a higher population of the county.  We only 

have about 1/8 of the revenue so we will have to buy our own coverage.  So McBee needs to buy more 

of the coverage.  I told county council you can can have all the ball games you want to have all the 

events and extra stuff, so unless you have schools and police department, no one is going to police the 

town but is, the feds, the sled are not going to come in here.  

 

Comment from Justin Anderson (audience)  So why don’t we just have our own police department? 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  That takes a lot of people and we can’t afford that.  One way or the 

other it has to come out the budget.  All I can tell you is its best for the county to know whats going on 

all the way around.  We have a good relationship with them and a close relationship.  But if we aren’t 

getting the coverage then maybe that is something we can look at but right now what we have is a 

mess.  Two people is what we have and as long as I am council that is not enough.  If the county runs it 

and something outside out of town limits then he can go and handle it but a town officer can.  

 

Comment from Dawn Boykin (audience):  Speaking with the sheriff, are there enough deputies from 

the academy that we have hired up to be able to cover? 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  Chesterfield county has the lowest paid deputies.  My business pays 

to have an off duty officer.  There are about 10-12 businesses that are willing to pay for a shift.  That’s 

14 shifts on a 7 day week.  Business outside of town we can get that done.   

 

Comment from Dawn Boykin (audience):  So whos system are they running off on?  Who’s cars? 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  Chesterfield County, and there are more businesses that are willing 

to do that.  We are in the busiest season right now for me.  We are going to have to get these 

businesses involved.  Ive spoke with Officer Vaughn.  He has 25 off duty officers willing to work.  I 

would have to pay that individual like he’s working on my payroll.  He will still be in the county car 

and under their insurance.  If he gets a call when hes watching my business and gets a call, then I am 

okay with that.  They are there about 80-90% of the time.  With the county, the policeman has their car 

sitting at their house.  When they start at their house, when they get in the car and signs on then they 

get paid form that point.  So we may lose 30 minutes of time.  That’s the way its going to be  

 

Comment from Justin Anderson (audience):  So are you more concerned about the business outside 

of the town or security of  people inside the town? 
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Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  All of them. 

 

Comment from Dawn Boykin (audience):  It concerns me with the people who have retired, they 

don’t have enough coverage as it is.  Like highway patrol, we only have 1 highway patrol to cover 

chesterfield county and when it comes to Chesterfield itself they don’t have enough coverage.  

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  We spoke with the sheriffs department and officer Vaughan and 

gave the okay for businesses to go forward and I believe they can send 3 officers down here.  Is that 

your understanding Glenn? 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  The thing that bothers me is that when you start reading the fine 

print that they are concerned they cant get a certified officer.  We are going to have to pay for someone 

to go to the academy for 12 weeks.  I agree with you we do need lots more coverage for the town. 

 

Comment from Mike Irvin (audience): Friday night outside of my house there was a car sitting with 

the lights off next to my house and down the road from your house.  Becky Teal was having some 

work done and I was worried they were trying to steal a trailer.  I called and said they would be there 

in 10 minutes.  It shouldn’t take you ten minutes to get anywhere in town. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  I will be honest with you, its hard everywhere right now with 

police.  There is a lot of crime and they are short of help and no one wants to be a police man right 

now.  Chesterfield county again is the lowest paid.  We train them and then they go somewhere else.  If  

you are not going to pay the policeman, you wont have any.  If you think its hard for them imagine 

how hard it is for McBee to hire 3 people.  Again, its not like it was even 5 years ago.  We cant change 

those dynamics.  What we got to do is figure out that there is a place to go forward.  They are going to 

change the contract anyway.  I think they are going to add $40,000 more, is that right Glenn? 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  I went up there just like you did that day because I was invited.  Not 

to be rude about it but I don’t think that they heard a word we said.   

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  The problem I have with the town budget is that we have income 

of $345,000 and it says here we will have over $900,000 and that’s why I vote against the budget. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Kemp, I want to go ahead and move on and end this.  I do want to sit down 

with Mrs. Lee and go forward.  We are under a contract with the county, with 5 hours a week and 12 

hours a day and if there is a situation where they are not performing to their contract and then its up to 

us to let them know.  There are certain things that are obligated to us and things that we have to do. On 

top of that we are still running a $60-70,000 budget deficit that we are supplementing the county for.  
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We don’t have the personnel and regulations that we would have come up with the police force.  We 

did go to the county that have the people that are trained and would take the responsibility if something 

was not done correctly. If we go, then we would have to go with the county. 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  Does Bethune have their own police department? 

 

Comment from Justin Anderson(audience) Yes, it’s a small one but they do. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  Okay, well they are about our size so maybe we need to check and 

see what they are doing. They don’t have a lot of problems in Bethune. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I don’t think we have a lot either, we do have some.  If we hired our own, 

they would be confided to the town.  That is the reason Kemp has to provide his own security and 

some of the other business do to. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  If we had our own police department, could we not write in that 

they would be responsible for other places outside of the town.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Well Bea I cant answer that legally.  I mean you can write in things but I 

don’t know how they would hold up legally. 

 

Attorney Martin Driggers:  Well it would be confined to the jurisdiction of the town for what they 

cover.   

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  Unless there is mutual aid with the sheriff’s department. Another 

thing that the mayor brought up at the last minute, Terri has applied for the COPS fast grant.  In 

September we could receive that.  I’m not as interested outside the town as the people inside the town.  

I was elected by the people in town.  He’s got a good idea.  Both the mayor and Kemp are correct, it’s 

a hard game folks.  We ran for election so we have to make a decision. I would like to see what the 

grant says before we make a decision. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I understand that the application has been made.   

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: Yes, Terri said it has and we should be getting a notification in 

September. I would rather Tisha answer that.  

 

Tisha Jones, clerk:  Yes, the second part has already been submitted.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:  We have an awful lot of traffic on hwy 1 as well as 151 and we don’t have 

the situation that Bethune has.  We tried before to have a police department and it didn’t work out. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  Why didn’t it work out mayor? 
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Mayor John Campolong:  We didn’t have the coverage.  We had situations with temporary officers that 

would work and then leave and a situation where someone didn’t get along with their department.  We 

will keep exploring this some more.  So I will set up a time to meet with Ms. Lee. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  So you are going to meet with Ms Lee about our budget?  Why not 

meet with our own accountant?  We are already paying for that. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  I am paying her.  She is working for me.  She is faster than I am 

with crunching numbers so if there are any holes, she will find it. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Requests to clear the room for executive session.  We don’t expect any 

voting to take place after our executive session. 

 

Motion made to go into executive session made by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Glenn Odom, 

All in Favor. 

 

Motion to come out of executive session that only items discussed were personnel made by Mayor 

John Campolong, second by Council Member Beulah Bolton, All in Favor. 

 

Motion to advertise for a full time maintenance worker made by Council Member Glenn Odom, 

Second by Council Member Beulah Bolton, For Council Member Charlie Sutton, Council Member 

A.C. McLeod Jr, Mayor John Campolong-abstain.  

 

Motion to adjourn made by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Council Member Glenn Odom, All in 

favor. 

 

Meeting adjourned.  

 

 

 

 


